
Safeguarding Update 
The newsletter of the Churches’ Agency for Safeguarding 

In this issue: 

. VBS Generic Guidance 

. Referral Guidance 

. CAS Annual General Meeting and much more 

VBS Generic Guidance 
Welcome to the third edition of the 

CAS Newsletter. In this issue we will 

be looking at the Generic Guidance 

on the Vetting and Barring Scheme 

issued by the Government on March 

19th and also the newly updated 

guidance on making referrals to the 

ISA.  The Generic Guidance docu-

ment is available online through  

both the  CRB and ISA websites, 

www.crb.homeoffice.gov.uk and 

www.isa-gov.org.uk.  Printed copies 

of this full guidance document are 

available on request from the ISA 

contact centre on 0300 123 

1111.Guidance specific to the Faith 

Sector is expected shortly but we do 

not have an estimated date for    

     Summary of Key Points from the VBS Guidance 

Important dates 

From 26th July, anyone starting in regulated activity with children or vulnerable adults or 

moving to a new role may register. 

From 1st November, anyone starting in regulated activity or moving to a new role must regis-

ter before they can start. 

Between April 2011 and July 2015 all existing workers in regulated activity must register. 

Trustees 

Although it is an offence for a barred individual to act as a charity trustee for a children’s or 

vulnerable adults’ charity, there will be no requirement for trustees to register with the 

Scheme simply because they are a charity trustee. 

Only those trustees who are engaged in regulated activity (by carrying out a specified activity 

or working in a specified setting on a frequent or intensive basis) must be ISA registered. Each 

charity will have the discretion to determine whether it is appropriate for trustees to be asked 

to join the Scheme. 

Exemptions 

Under 16s carrying out regulated activity do not need to register. 

Certain regulated activity positions (mainly involving providing services to Vulnerable Adults– 

please see the full document for specific details) are exempt from the requirement to register 

until 2013 because it is recognised that no checks have been required until now. 

publication as yet.  If you find that 

the guidance raises questions for 

you then please feel free to con-

tact CAS on 0207 467 5216 or 

cas@methodistchurch.org.uk.  The 

ISA contact centre is also a useful 

resource and they can be con-

tacted on 0300 123 1111 or by 

email on info@vbs-info.org.uk 
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 CAS Annual General Meeting 
 

CAS will be holding their Annual General Meeting on 10th June 

2010 at Methodist Church House from 12:30pm.  Adrian 

McAllister, the Chief Executive of the Independent Safeguarding 

Authority will be our guest speaker.   

    Referral Guidance 
A key concept behind the Vetting and Barring Scheme is the greater sharing of information.  A 

referral is information which does or could indicate that an individual has engaged in an activity 

that caused concern for the safeguarding of children or vulnerable adults. Making a referral in-

volves completing and signing an ISA Referral Form and posting to the ISA together with any sup-

porting information and evidence you may hold. The Independent Safeguarding Authority will 

receive referrals when: 

 

there is harm or risk of harm to children or vulnerable adults, relevant conduct has 

          occurred or 

an individual has received a caution or conviction for a relevant offence. 

The ISA will then review whether the person involved should be placed on the Barred Lists. 

 

It is important to note that the ISA can only consider referrals that are related to safeguarding 

children or vulnerable adults in the workplace (including volunteers). Where there are other 

forms of misconduct not related to safeguarding children or vulnerable adults in the workplace, 

you should refer these cases, as appropriate, to the police, local authority or relevant regulatory 

body.   

 

A regulated activity provider is an organisation or individual that is responsible for the manage-

ment or control of regulated activity.  Since October 2010 it has become a regulated activity pro-

viderõs duty to make a referral to the ISA if both of the following  criteria are met. 

 

1. You withdraw permission for an individual to engage in regulated or controlled activity, or 

would have done so had that individual not resigned, retired, been made redundant or been 

transferred to a position which is not regulated or controlled activity;   because 

 

2. You think that the individual has: 

Å engaged in relevant conduct; 

Å satisfied the Harm Test; or 

Å received a caution or conviction for a relevant offence. 

 

The referral should be made to the ISA when the regulated activity provider has gathered 

sufficient evidence as part of their investigations to support their reasons for withdrawing 

permission to engage in regulated or controlled activity. The full guidance can be found on the 

ISA website, www.isa-gov.org.uk/default.aspx?page=379 
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Christian Resources Exhibition 
The ôInternational Christian Resources Exhibitionõ takes place at 

Sandown Park, Esher from the 11th-14th May 2010 and CAS will be 

there.  Please come and visit our stand in the Surrey Hall, S27, to 

meet the team, pick up useful safeguarding information or informa-

tion on what CAS can do for you and your organisation. For more 

information about the CRE and the events planned for each day, 

please go to www.creonline.co.uk.   

We have a supply of complimentary tickets for our members so if 

you are interested in attending please contact CAS on 0207 467 5216 

and we will send some to you. 

New CRB/ISA Application Forms 
We hope to receive a stock of the new CRB/ISA application forms by the end of April and they will 

be available to our members from mid May.  Different denominations/organisations have different 

routes through which to order forms so here is a reminder. 

Methodist Church of Great Britain 
Please contact Methodist Publishing on 01733 235962 or sales@mph.org.uk 
or order online at www.mph.org.uk 
 
Baptist Union of Great Britain 
Initial stocks will be distributed through your Association. 
After July 2010 please contact publications@baptist.org.uk stating CRB order for  
(name of church/person) in the subject line of your email.  Please state the number required,  
the address for delivery and a contact telephone number. 
 
United Reformed Church 
Please contact CAS on 0207 467 5216 or cas@methodistchurch.org.uk  
 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
Please contact Philip Iddon on 0207 6631029 or philipi@quaker.org.uk 
 
Wesleyan Reform Union 
Please contact Marjorie Mottershaw on 0114 272 1938 or ruth.roberts6@btopenworld.com 
 
The Moravian Church 
Please contact Joy Raynor on 01753 553549 or youth@moravian.org.uk 
 
Independent Methodist Churches 
Please contact Marilyn Riding on 01942 223526 
 
Congregational Federation 
Please contact Stephen Haward on 0115 911 1452 or Stephen.haward@congregational.org.uk 
 
Associate Members/Other denominations 
Please contact CAS on 0207 467 5216 or email cas@methodistchurch.org.uk  
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CAS Associate Members Meeting 
We very much enjoyed meeting with some of our Associate members on April 9th. The Meeting was 

chaired by Kevin Mantle from Christian Guild Holidays who represents the Associate Members on the 

CAS Board. The main focus of the meeting was the Vetting and Barring Scheme and its implications.  

We are very interested in the challenges that our Associate Members are facing and how best we can 

help them and reach out to other independent churches and charities who need to access Disclosure 

checks and ISA registration. Please contact us on 0207 467 5216 if you have any queries, comments or 

require support.  

CAS continues to welcome new member churches and Christian organisations to its ecumenical                  

fold. As one of the CRBõs largest umbrella bodies, we aim to provide an excellent CRB disclosure 

processing service to the Christian faith sector and would very much like to invite those organisations 

who do not yet benefit from this kind of support to join our membership. With ISA registration start-

ing in July 2010, it is important that churches have the support they need to understand what is re-

quired of them and to ensure that appropriate staff and volunteers are registered. If you know of any 

church or Christian organisation requiring support with CRB checks and ISA registration, please kindly 

refer them to us or ask them to visit our website www.churchsafe.org.uk for joining information. We 

would be happy to support them. 

CAS’ contact details 

For General enquiries  

Email: CAS@methodistchurch.org.uk 

Telephone: 0207 467 5216/ Fax 0207 224 1767 or write to us at  

Churches Agency for Safeguarding, 

Methodist Church House, 

 25 Marylebone Road, 

London NW1 5J 

www.churchsafe.org.uk 
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