
Safeguarding Update 
The newsletter of the Churches’ Agency for Safeguarding 

In this issue: 

. Changeover timeline for VBS 

. Guide to the new Disclosure Application form 

. 11 Million Day Report, New website, and much more 

Changeover timeline for VBS 
Welcome to the second edition of 

the CAS Newsletter. In this issue 

we will be focusing on the Vetting 

and Barring Scheme (VBS) which is 

due to launch on the 26th July 

2010.  CAS has published its time-

line for changeover to the new 

CRB/ISA application form under 

the new Vetting and Barring 

Scheme. This follows the CRBõs 

changeover timelines that will 

lead up to the implementation of 

the VBS registration process on 26 

July 2010. The CAS timeline be-

low provides deadlines which CAS 

members must adhere to in order 

to switch over to the new com-

bined CRB/ISA registration forms 

  KEY DATES FOR THE CHANGEOVER TO VBS APPLICATION PROCESS 

 

effectively. We will begin sending out 

the new forms to members on 15th 

May.  We advise you to submit all 

applications for renewed CRB checks 

before the 31st May deadline.  Be-

tween 31st May and 30th June please 

only send in new applications that are 

urgent, otherwise please wait till 5th 

July to apply on the new forms. 

DATE CHANGE  

26 January 2010  New interactive guide on óHow to complete the CRB application formô 
available via CRB website 

26 April 2010  New CRB/ISA application forms received by CAS 

1 May 2010 CAS ends distribution of old CRB application forms to churches 
 

15 May 2010 CAS starts distribution of new CRB forms to churches 
  

31 May 2010 CAS stops accepting disclosure applications made on old CRB forms 
from churches except emergency applications  
 

30 June 2010  CAS stops accepting old CRB application forms for emergency disclo-
sure checks from churches 
 

5 July 2010  CAS starts to accept disclosure applications on the new forms (forms 
will be checked manually by CRB and returned for errors otherwise cor-
rectly completed forms will be held unprocessed by CRB until go-live 
date 26 July 2010) 
 

23 July 2010  CRB telephone application channel closes 
  

26 July 2010  CRB to start processing applications made on the new application 
form and those accepted for new CRB Checks/ISA registration  
Old application forms no longer accepted by CRB 
CRB Telephone application channels re-open 

November 2010  
 

Start of legal requirement for new entrants to regulated activity and 
those changing to a new regulated activity provider to register with ISA 

April 2011  Existing staff/volunteers working in regulated activity to start registering 
with ISA 
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New CRB/ISA application form 
New CRB/ISA application form and interactive training guide  

The final version of the new CRB/ISA application form has been produced in specimen format. The 

CRB will start distribution of the forms to Registered Bodies including CAS as from 26 April 

2010.They will provide us with 3 months worth of supply. CAS will ensure that it receives sufficient 

forms to cover the requirements of members however both the CRB and CAS would like to avoid 

previous situations of over-supply and stockpiling of forms so that we can run a more economical 

and efficient ordering and distribution system.  An interactive guide on how to complete the new 

CRB application form can be found on the CRB website www.crb.homeoffice.gov.uk/eguide. Please 

see the changeover timeline on the previous page for information on when you can start receiving 

and submitting the new application forms. 

Vetting and Barring Scheme Roadshows 
The VBS Roadshows will start on 4th February and end 20th March.  The Roadshows organised by the 

Christian Forum for Safeguarding (CFS) aim to train up key church officers (from regional, district, 

area or diocesan level only) such as safeguarding advisers, management, clergy/ministers and other 

responsible church officers on the requirements of the VBS and roles and responsibilities within the 

church. Responsible officers from independent non-denominational churches are also welcome to 

attend. Participants will be expected to cascade training down to their local churches.  

Places at the different venues are booking rapidly with both London (Augustana Hall) and Manches-

ter venues now fully booked. Please contact Katherine Shaw on 0207 467 5206 or 

shawk@methodistchurch.org.uk to book a place. See dates and number of places left below. The 

CFS plans to organise additional training sessions in future to introduce new VBS developments and 

for those unable to participate in the current series of Roadshows. 

Venue  No of places left        Date  

Cardiff   Bookings closed      4th February 

York    Bookings closed          13th February 

Bristol             3        23rd February 

London (MCH)           21       27th February 

Manchester     Fully booked      3rd March 

London (Augustana)  Fully booked      10th March 

Nottingham   16       20th March 

Forum for  

Safeguarding 

Chris tian  

Chair: Dean Juster  
E-mail: dean.juster@salvationarmy.org.uk 

 VBS– New definitions for Regulated Activity 
Sir Roger Singletonõs Report on the frequency test ôDrawing the lineõ was published in December 

2009. Sir Roger was commissioned by the Government to look into the issue of ôFrequency and in-

tensityõ in determining how frequent and intensive an activity with children or vulnerable adults 

should be in order to become a regulated activity that will require registration under the VBS.  The 

issue has now been addressed and regulated activity is defined as any work with children or vulner-

able adults taking place at least once a week (for frequent and repetitive activity) or 4 days in a 30 

day period (for intensive but non-repetitive activity). If you carry out the work less frequently than 

this it will not be a legal requirement to register but it is likely that your churchõs policy will still 

require you to register. The report can be downloaded from the ISA website www.isa-gov.org.uk   
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11 Million Takeover Day at MCH 

November 6th 2009 saw Methodist Church House ôtaken overõ by pupils from 

St Maryõs Bryanston Square Primary School. This was part of a nationwide 

takeover day set up by ô11 millionõ, the organisation led by the Childrenõs 

Commissioner for England. (There are approximately 11 million children 

across England.)  The idea is that children get to have their say on the way 

organisations are run and they get to experience the world of work. 

CAS had previously taken part in 11 million takeover day in 2007 and so we were 

very keen to do it again.  We talked to the children about jobs that involved 

working with children and the fact that these people would all need to be CRB 

checked and we had great fun making fake ID documents for the children to use.  

Overall it was a very successful day. 

VBS Faith Sector Guidance 
CAS and other members of the Christian Forum for Safeguarding (CFS) met with the Department 

for Schools and Families (DCSF) to review progress on the Faith Sector Guidance for VBS. Work on 

the guidance has reached an advanced stage and will be published once the revised General Guid-

ance is published in February 2010. We will keep members informed. 

Scottish PVG 
CAS helped to co-ordinate a CFS response to the Scottish Governmentõs 

consultation on the Protection of Vulnerable Adults Scheme, the Scottish 

equivalent of the VBS. The consultation was aimed at obtaining views on 

the schemeõs draft guidance and a number of Scottish Statutory Instru-

ments amending aspects of the Protection of Vulnerable Groups Act 2007. 

The PVG scheme is scheduled to begin towards the end of 2010 and consul-

tation ended on 2nd February 2010. See our response at 

www.churchsafe.org.uk/page5.htm 

New CAS Website 
CAS will soon be launching its new and improved, user friendly 

website, which we hope will help members and the general public 

access our services and general information more effectively. We 

will inform all members as soon as the new website is up and run-

ning, so watch this space. 

Annual General Meeting 
CASõ Annual General Meeting is scheduled to take place on Thursday 10 June 2010.We will 

write to all members and stakeholders with further details nearer the time. Please keep 

this date in your diary. 
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Event for CAS Associate Members 
CAS would like to meet with its Associate members around April or early May 2010 to discuss cur-

rent safeguarding policy issues and to ensure that they are fully aware of the changes taking place 

and how it will affect them. We would also like to use the opportunity to find out your needs and 

to provide a briefing on the VBS for those who are unable to attend the Roadshows in February 

and March. We will contact you with a date shortly. 

Methodist/Anglican Safeguarding Conference 

CAS participated in the Methodist Church and Church of Englandõs joint National Safeguarding 

Conference held on 20-22 January 2010. The conference brought together key Safeguarding offi-

cers within the Methodist Church and Church of England. The conference theme was 

òunderpinning our work theologically and pastorallyõ. 

CAS’ contact details 

For General enquiries  

Email: CAS@methodistchurch.org.uk 

Telephone: 0207 467 5216/ Fax 0207 224 1767 or write to us at  

Churches Agency for Safeguarding, 

Methodist Church House, 

 25 Marylebone Road, 

London NW1 5J 

www.churchsafe.org.uk 

National Christian Resources’ Exhibition 2010 

      CAS will be exhibiting at the National Christian Resources Exhibition, Sandown Park, Esher, 

from 11th to 14th May 2010.  This will be the third year that we have exhibited and as last 

year our stand can be found in the Surrey Hall on the ground floor, number S27.  We would 

love to meet our current members and update you on current Safeguarding issues, as well as 

meeting people looking for an Umbrella body to process their CRBs.  We will be sending out 

free tickets to our Associate members again in April.  The CRE is well worth a visit, with hun-

dreds of different Christian Exhibitors as well as seminars and performances. 

Sandown Park, 11-14th May 

The next edition of this newsletter will be    

issued in May 2010.  We would love to hear 

from you if there any particular safeguarding 

topics you would like us to cover. 
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